
The amino acid malabsorbed in the autosomal recessive disorder where there 
is blue discoloration of children’s diapers: 
 
a. Lysine 
b. Tryptophan 
c. Arginine 
d. Cystine 
e. Ornithine 
 
 
ANSWER: B 
Blue Diaper Syndrome is an autosomal disorder where there is tryptophan 
malabsorption, with children presenting with blue discoloration of diapers, 
failure to thrive, hypercalcemia and nephrolithiasis.  Other disorders with 
intestinal malabsorption of amino acids include Isolated Lysinuria, 
Oculocerebral Syndrome of Lowe (Lysine and Arginine), Cystinuria and 
Methionine Malabsorption Syndrome (also known as Oasthouse syndrome). 




