
Question 21 – Week of July 7 
 
Which of the following statements about the clinical presentations of FAP/Attenuated FAP is true? 
 
A. Approximately 50% of patients with FAP will develop colorectal cancer if the disease is left 
untreated. 
B. Patients with FAP have a family history of colon cancer or polyposis in over 90% of cases. 
C. Colonoscopic screening is necessary in patients from families with Attenuated FAP. 
D. Women with FAP should be screened annually for endometrial cancer. 
 
Answer: C 
 
Due to the large number of colon adenomas, almost all (~100%) patients with FAP will eventually 
develop colon cancer in the absence of treatment. Up to 30% of FAP cases represent new mutations. 
Patients with attenuated FAP usually have only 10-100 colon adenomas and often they can be scattered 
in the proximal colon. Hence, full colonoscopy is essential to evaluate the colon. Patients with HNPCC 
are at an increased risk for developing endometrial cancer, but not patients with FAP. 
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