Question 19 — Week of June 23
Genetic abnormalities are well established as risk factors in the development of IBS.

A. True
B. False

Answer: B

Irritable Bowel Syndrome (IBS) is a functional disorder that constitutes a combination of symptoms
over time. Fulfillment of Rome Il criteria with an age-appropriate work-up is the way to make the
diagnosis. It has been shown that a family history of IBS is not uncommon, along with a history of
psychiatric diseases and a history of sexual abuse. Most patients, however, do not have a family history
and no genetic abnormalities have demonstrated a phenotype that characterizes IBS.
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